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To Talk With Others responds to the minutes of a 

meeting in August of 1977 between Prime Minister Pierre 

Elliot Trudeau and fi ve Yukon First Nations leaders 

regarding the then-approved Mackenzie Pipeline. Held 

in the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in archives, this document 

illustrates the ongoing dichotomy of two opposing 

cultures and ways of understanding economic, social 

and cultural development with the land and its 

inhabitants. Through a diverse range of media Yukon 

artists Ken Anderson (Tlingit/Scandinavian), Lianne 

Marie Leda Charlie (Tagé Cho Hudän | Big River People), 

Valerie Salez (1st Generation Canadian), Doug Smarch 

Jr. (Tlingit), and Joseph Tisiga (Kaska Dene) activate 

this archival document and ultimately continue the 

conversation surrounding self-determination in the face 

of federal and corporate agendas.
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To Talk With Others responds to the minutes of a  

meeting in August of 1977 between Prime Minister Pierre 

Elliot Trudeau and five Yukon First Nations leaders  

regarding the then-approved Mackenzie Pipeline. Held in 

the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in archives, this document  

illustrates the ongoing dichotomy of two opposing  

cultures and ways of understanding economic, social and 

cultural development with the land and its inhabitants.

Through a diverse range of media Yukon artists Ken  

Anderson (Tlingit/Scandinavian), Lianne Marie Leda Char-

lie (Tagé Cho Hudän | Big River People), Valerie Salez 

(1st Generation Canadian), Doug Smarch Jr. (Tlingit), 

and Joseph Tisiga (Kaska Dene) activate this archival 

document and ultimately continue the conversation  

surrounding self-determination in the face of federal 

and corporate agendas.



This is one of the 200 exceptional projects funded through the Canada 

Council for the Arts’ New Chapter program. With this $35M investment, 

the Council supports the creation and sharing of the arts in communities 

across Canada.

Exhibition graphic design by Sébastien Aubin 

(Opaskwayak Cree Nation of Manitoba).  

In consultation with the To Talk With Others 

team, Aubain designed the a colour theme and 

utilized a font evoking the late 1970s.  The 

14 Os suggest speaking mouths, drums and also 

signify the 14 First Nations of the Yukon.



Ken Anderson
Born in Whitehorse, Yukon, Ken Anderson is 

of Tlingit and Scandinavian ancestry. 

Ken believes that art is about passion and 

the creative process. 

Anderson works in a traditional Tlingit 

style. He enjoys the challenges of composi-

tion and creating balance within his art. 

He believes that art should be interactive 

and representative of a living culture.

Anderson credits his grandmother and the 

old masters, as his inspirations.

He also believes that an artist should  

respect the artistic legacy that he/she is 

carrying on.

below(cw from l): the mosquito becomes me; 
I wouldn’t want one through mine; gallery 
inteation with the mosquito becomes me



Lianne Charlie
Lianne Marie Leda Charlie is a descendant 

of the Tagé Cho Hudän (Big River People), 

Northern Tutchone speaking people of the 

Yukon. She is the granddaughter of Leda 

Jimmy of Little Salmon River and Big  

Salmon Charlie of Big Salmon River on her 

dad’s side and Donna Olsen of Denmark and 

Benjamin Larusson of Iceland on her  

mother’s side. 

She was born in Whitehorse, Yukon to her 

mother, Luanna Larusson, and late father, 

Peter Charlie. Lianne is a mother, an  

artist, a Political Science instructor at 

Yukon Collage, and a PhD Candidate in the 

Indigenous Politic Program at the  

University of Hawai`i at Manoa.  

below (l to r): Bull’s Eye; Part of the 
Land | Baby Belt



Valerie Salez
As a multi-disciplinary artist Valerie 

Salez swings between a solo practice and a 

social art practice. 

Her solo works dive into the unconscious 

realms of dreams, myths and rituals. 

Valerie’s socially engaged projects involve 

communities of people all over the world, 

focusing on the politics of identity, cul-

ture, and ecological land and water issues. 

She grew up and has lived most of her life 

in Canada’s northern territory Yukon, on 

the traditional lands of various nations 

which include, Tlingit,Tr’ondek Hwech’in, 

and Kwanlin Dun. 

below: Non-Negotiables (Video and Yellow 
pinewood table)



Doug Smarch Jr.
Doug Smarch Jr. is a multidisciplinary 

Tlingit artist and designer from Teslin, 

Yukon. 

His work has been exhibited around the 

world, including 2015 PANAM Games, Toronto; 

EXPO 2005 Aichi, Japan; the Museum of  

Native Americans in Zurich, Switzerland; 

and the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver. 

His work is also housed in permanent art 

collections at the National Gallery of  

Canada, the Museum of Civilization, and the 

Yukon Permanent Art Collection.  

 

Doug holds an Associates of Fine Arts  

Degree from the Institute of American  

Indian Arts, a BFA from the San Francisco 

Arts Institute, and an MFA in Design Media 

Arts from UCLA.

below: both pieces Closing Old Fences



Joseph Tisiga
Joseph Tisiga, born 1984 in Edmonton (AB) 

is a member of the Kaska Dena Nation,  

currently based in Whitehorse. Tisiga is 

known for his multidisciplinary practice 

that reflect on history, hybrid identities 

and an evolving personal mythology. His 

work combines imagery inspired by  

social and philosophical influences that 

have shaped his perspective. Ultimately,  

Tisiga’s work reflects a love of new ap-

proaches to storytelling.

His work can be found in institutional 

collections such as the National Gallery of 

Canada, the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, 

the RBC Collection, as well as numerous 

private collections.

Tisiga was a finalist in the 2009 RBC Paint-

ing Competition and recipient of the Joseph 

S. Stauffer award. He was long-listed for 

the Sobey Art Award in 2011 and recently 

named a REVEAL Indigenous Art Award winner. 

below(l to r): Untitled (The Human Scale); 
Untitled (Opportunity for Shifting  
Perspectives)



To Talk With Others responds to the minutes of a meeting in August of 1977 
between Prime Minister Pierre Elliot Trudeau and five Yukon First Nations 

leaders. Yukon traditional beaders were comisioned to create portaits of the 

meeting attendees. Biographies accompany the portraits of the attendees and 
the beaders.







To Talk With Others in the Media

The Unveiling of To Talk With Others
CBC Airplay

December 5, 2018

“To Talk With Others” gives Yukon First Nations artists 

a chance to reflect on old conversations
Yukon News

December 13, 2018

Show Opens
Whitehorse Star

December 7, 2018

S P R I N G  2 0 1 9    27

BIENNIAL

MANIF D’ART 9
VARIOUS LOCATIONS, QUEBEC CITY

To April 21

Swedish Sámi artist Britta Marakatt-Labba—
whose monumental textile work was  

a standout at Documenta 14—is among  
the artists assembled by curator  

Jonathan Watkins for the ninth edition  
of the Quebec City biennial, 

“Small Between the Stars, Large Against the Sky.”

Preview

BRITTA MARAKATT-LABBA: I grew up with 
Sámi handicraft; my mother and elder sister were 
always working with traditional handicrafts. 
When you sew, when you make traditional clothes, 
you never have patterns, you just cut the clothes. 
That’s my Sámi heritage. I also work with different 
linens, and when I put my linen on the wall, I’m 
on my way. I make small sketches on transparent 
paper and then I decide: How will this work? 
How can I create a composition in this textile? I 
do a lot of work with mythologies. With mythologies 
it’s about on-the-ground creatures that act and 
react just like we do. They are our shadows. When 

I do look at mythologies there is a lot of history 
also. My mother raised us telling lots of stories, 
and would include lots of mythology in those 
stories, and how to behave with nature—that 
you shouldn’t take more from nature than what 
you need for your daily life. So these are political 
pictures, too, which talk about what is happening 
with our environment. We don’t know anything 
about the future, but perhaps these works and 
stories can act as both warnings and reminders.

Britta Marakatt-Labba   
Changes  2018  COLLECTION MUNICIPALITY OF LUND, SWEDEN

Doug Smarch  Closing Old Fences (detail)  2019   
COURTESY YUKON ARTS CENTRE  PHOTO DEVON LINDSAY

DIALOGUES

TO TALK  
WITH OTHERS

ODD GALLERY, DÄNOJÀ ZHO CULTURAL CENTRE  
AND YUKON SCHOOL  

OF VISUAL ARTS, DAWSON CITY
Opens May 23

Works by five Yukon-based artists, including Tlingit artist 
Doug Smarch, examine a little-known chapter  

in the sordid history of northern pipeline development.

DOUG SMARCH: This show is based on a document  
from August 17, 1977, recording pipeline talks between then–
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau and First Nations leaders and 

community members in the Yukon. It was a very fragile time, 
during early land claims. We didn’t know it—mostly  

we were just trying to survive day to day—but we were a little  
bit in the way. With these standing pop-up books I wanted  
to represent the unseen atmosphere of that time in layers.  

I wanted to show this sinister, looming idea that there  
was something major and tragic going on that the majority of 

people weren’t aware of. They’re like photo albums; when these 
still images pop up it gives them and their stories  

more of a presence. The natural world, businessmen, children,  
the shadows of this next oncoming attack—I wanted to  

make them all larger-than-life. It’s trying to create a relationship  
with an image and a history that finally has a voice.

Preview_Spr19_25TS_DB_CM_BM_JW.indd   27 2019-02-20   3:11 PM

Canadian Art Magazine
Spring 2019

https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/1390808643794
https://www.yukon-news.com/entertainment/to-talk-with-others-gives-yukon-first-nations-artists-a-chance-to-reflect-on-old-conversations/
https://www.yukon-news.com/entertainment/to-talk-with-others-gives-yukon-first-nations-artists-a-chance-to-reflect-on-old-conversations/
https://www.whitehorsestar.com/News/show-opens-2
https://canadianart.ca/issues/spring-2019-spacetime/


The exhibition is available for 

tour after October 2019. With  

support of the Canada Council for 

Arts’ New Chapter program we may 

be able to assist with shipping 

costs for the exhibition. 

Suggested gallery size is 3000-

4000 sq ft. the exhibit consists of 

8 crates with a total weight of 

1500 lb.
Contact mary.bradshaw@yac.ca
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