
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Uncover the Stories Behind the Stories at the AGGV 

  
Have you ever wondered about the female god with many arms who is depicted in 
paintings around town? Or, what the pair of lion statues represent that stand at many 
entrance ways? If so, you can learn about these figures and more at the Art Gallery of 
Greater Victoria’s exhibition, Alternative Visions: Renditions of Myth, Legend and Folk 
Tales from China and Japan. 
 
The legends from China and Japan are some of the oldest in the world, and Alternative 
Visions will highlight how they have changed over time and across geographic 
boundaries. 

Opening March 7, in the AGGV’s Pollard Gallery, this beautifully curated exhibition shows 
the many ways artists have portrayed these historical and mythical characters through the 
ages. The exhibition is composed of ancient and modern art from private collections and 
the gallery’s extensive Asian art collection, and includes a variety of paintings, prints, 
textiles, and sculptures in the round made of pottery, bronze, wood, jade, amber and 
ivory.   

“ Alternative Visions demonstrates how the countries share many themes in their legends 
as a result of Japan importing a great deal of Chinese culture, including a host of Chinese 
cultural folk tales, myths and legends,” said AGGV’s Curator of Asian Art, Barry Till.  

Shared themes include Maitreya, Buddha of the Future; Bodhidarma, the Buddhist monk 
and founder of Zen Buddhism who lived during the fifth century; and Guanyin, the 
Goddess of Mercy. Others include the Demon Queller, the God of War, the God of 
Longevity, Daoist Immortals and mythical animal hybrids like the dragon and unicorns. 

You will also see the evolution of characters lost in translation. For example, Buddhist 
lion-dogs, which are usually erected in pairs on opposite sides of entrance ways, are 
originally from China, where they are symbolic of guardian lions and traditionally carved 
from decorative stone. However, the Japanese refer to them as Korean lion-dogs because 
the imagery came to Japan through Korea.  

Related Events at the AGGV: 

Public lecture: Wednesday, March 12, at 2:00 p.m.  
Barry Till, AGGV’s Curator of Asian Art, will give a walk through lecture on the various 
themes in the exhibition.  Included with admission or membership. 
 
Family Sunday: Sunday, March 16, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Children and their families are invited for an afternoon of performance and art-making. 
Free with Gallery admission or membership. 
 
For more information, visit aggv.ca or call 250-384-4171. 
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